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The DVD2900 sports all the right logos

Simple but effective design for the remote

Those component video outs will deliver
PAL progressive

If the champagne finish is too bling-bling
you can choose black
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Denon

does

it all

BUT, AS ALVIN GOLD POINTS OUT, THERE'S NO POINT IN BEING A JACK OF ALL
TRADES. SO DOES THE DVD2900 UNIVERSAL PLAYER DESERVE THE TITLE OF MASTER?

here are two technologies, one
loosely related to compact disc
B (namely SACD) and the other

to DVD (DVD-Audio), which offer
multichannel surround sound and the
potential for better sound quality than
plain CD. Then there are data-reduced
codecs like MP3, which is threatening to
swamp us in poor sub-CD quality sound.
Forgetting MP3, which of the remaining
two should you go for? DVD-Audio with
its ability to include rudimentary video?
Or SACD, which many would regard as the
purist medium? And which is ahead in
terms of disc availability? The underlying
reality of course is that the real race is
barely off the starting block; it’s anyone’s
guess how this key battle will pan out.

UNIVERSAL APPEAL
Either way, you want to be assured that
you are not left with a pile of discs and
nothing to play them on. The solution
is obvious: a so-called ‘universal’ player
that can cope with both formats, as well
as CDs and MP3 compilations. Heck, if
it could also show JPEG photo and Kodak
picture CDs, it would truly be something
like a universal player. And this is
precisely what the DVD2900 does.

But it is more besides. It is said to
be the first approved PAL progressive
DVD player from any Japanese
manufacturer, which is not so impressive
when you recall that the first kosher PAL

progressive player came from British
company Arcam and that there are now
several such players around. What is not
in doubt, however, is that this is the first
PAL progressive universal player.

The DVD2900 is notable for other
reasons too, such as the use of good
quality components in critical areas;
the list includes independent
digital/servo, video and audio power
supplies, Silmic capacitors and Denon-
specified Burr Brown 24-bit 192kHz
DSD 1790 audio DACs for each channel
(these process PCM and DSD, the SACD
data format, natively). The DSD
processing board is made by Denon,
albeit using key Sony components,
such as the CXD-2753 DSD decoder,

a ‘second generation’ device.

Internal processors take care of Dolby
Digital and DTS, though as always this
is best done externally. The video section
includes two Analogue Devices ADV-7300
12-bit 108MHz noise shaped DACs,
customised for Denon, and a Silicon
Image Sil504 PureProgressive scan
processor with 64MB of SDRAM, plus
Denon’s super Sub-Alias filter. Some
of this (like the impressive Silicon Image
Sil504, which has been discussed in
previous reviews) has been borrowed
from previous upmarket Denon players,
others are introduced with this model.

The Denon has full bass management
centred on 80Hz using an Analogue
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LAB REPORT

Video jitter: 3ns (very good)
Signal to noise ratio: -71.6dB
(average)

Chroma AM/PM: -74.4dB/
-64.1dB (excellent/average)

Chroma crosstalk: -49.1dB

(below average)

Frequency response at 5.8MHz
(S-video/composite/component):
-6.89dB (very good)/-6.85dB
(very good)/-5.24dB (excellent)
Audio jitter: 171.2ps (excellent)

HCC Practical Tip

Like most good DVD players, the
Denon DVD2900 can be improved
when necessary. The players
firmware can be updated with
CD-ROM discs which are occasionally
distributed by the importer and which
are simply inserted and played. Early
samples of this player were upgraded
in just this way in the UK to include
PAL progressive scan, as they left
the factory before the agreement had
been reached. Your dealer should
also be able to lay his hands on discs
which deregionalises the player.
Goodness only knows where such
discs originate from, though it is not
Denon themselves, but most
prospective Denon owners will regard
this as an essential.
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